EWB PORTLAND MAINE PROFESSIONALS
10/20/2020 MEETING MINUTES
OCTOBER PRESENTATION
The October PMP chapter meeting was a site visit to the Back Cove South Storage Facility project in
Portland, ME. It is a $41 million dollar project being built by Sargent Corporation for the City of Portland.
PMP’s own Brad Roland is senior engineer for the City and conducted the site tour for us. The project is
the city’s largest sewer-storm water project to date and it’s being funded through wastewater fees,
which are based on water usage by homeowners and businesses
The project entails constructing a 3.5 million gallon storage tank at the site as part of a longer term plan
to reduce combined sewer overflows (CSOs) to Casco Bay. A CSO system transports wastewater from
homes, industries, and businesses as well as storm water collected from streets, parking lots, roofs, and
yards to the East End Waste Water treatment Plant in Portland, ME. During heavy rain events, the
combined sewer capacity is overwhelmed and a mix of sewer and storm water is discharged into Back
Cove (part of Casco Bay). This discharge is called a CSO.
The underground storage tank will be 150 feet by 500 feet and will be 25 feet deep. It will collect the
first flush of storm water – the equivalent of 1 inch of rainfall containing the highest concentration of
pollution – during heavy rainfalls and raw sewage from three of the city’s CSOs and store it until it can
be pumped to the East End Treatment Plant. There, the contaminants can be removed and treated
before the water is discharged into the cove. It’s part of a decades-long effort to eliminate or modify
combined sewer overflows in Maine’s largest city, often by diverting and storing the diluted sewage
until the rainstorm has passed.
Once complete, the project promises to reduce the polluted overflows into Back Cove by 88 percent, or
132 million gallons a year, from 150 million gallons to 18 million gallons. The project has one other
important feature prompted by environmental concerns. When complete, the existing soccer field will
be elevated by 3 feet to prevent flooding during high tides as the sea level continues rising because of
climate change.

UPDATES:
El Progresso, Ecuador: Although the pandemic has closed out travel, the project team is working
toward the next phase of implementation, when we can travel once it is safe and EWB-USA approved to
do so. Reach out to Baxter (baxterm419@gmail.com) or Julianne (jpage@woodardcurran.com) if you
want to get involved. Baxter Miatke reported that EIA is officially partnering with EWB-USA as of
10/1/2020 and will maintain an office in Quito. It is expected this partnership will improve project &
partnership vetting as well as increase the efficiency of projects in Ecuador. Join the SLACK channel to
keep informed!
EWB-US Short Courses and Chapter outreach: We continue to be contacted by EWB-US for geological
and hydrogeological support. We are also actively supporting other EWB Chapters including UTC,
Hartford Professionals, UMaine Student chapter, as well as several other student chapters that have
ongoing water projects (Northeastern, Drexel, Harvard), and just picked up support of an EWB US
project and UPenn. We’re always hoping to travel again once it is safe to do so. Recently filmed short
courses have been edited and will be avail for viewing in the next few weeks.
School STEM Outreach: There will be a virtual STEM Expo for the Portland Schools on Friday, November
6, 2020. We have indicated the PMP chapter will participate, which means we need to come up with a
virtual activity - we're thinking maybe a trivia game of sorts. Anyone interested in this local challenge,
please let Kathy Kern (Katherine.kern58@gmail.com) or Kathy Hillman Reed (khillmanreed@gmail.com)
know.
Ixtupil, Guatemala: We have teamed up with the UMaine student chapter to begin a water distribution
project in Ixtupil, Guatemala. UMaine student chapter has proposed to partner with the PMP chapter to
enhance UMaine's fundraising capability and develop a mentor/mentee relationship to move ahead
with the project. Braydon Norris (braydon.norris.15@gmail.com), a recent UMaine grad and new
member to our chapter is leading the effort for PMP. An MOU has been drafted for the partnership
between UMaine and the PMP chapters and is being reviewed. A remote project assessment was done
10/12/2020 in Ixtupil. The UMaine chapter is responsible for preparing and submitting the Assessment
Report to EWB-USA. A Slack channel has been set up for this project.

Omo Tribe, Ethiopia: A Teams channel has been established and thanks to all the PMP folks that
requested to be involved. There has not been much activity as of yet, but hopefully things will pick up.
Although we are not leading this, there is support and hopefully will kick off soon. THANK YOU to all who
offered to get involved. NOTE: Recent posts to the TEAMS channel have been added. Please feel free to
respond and get involved.
EWB Volunteer Village Updates: Baxter Miatke reminded everyone that EWB USA has made several
updates to Volunteer Village and sent s notice of such via email. It was noted that we need to locate
EWB-USA’s list of PMP chapter members. K. Kern has followed up and will share the info she obtained.
EWB USA State Rep Needed: Baxter stated he will step down as our state rep in 2021 for Regional calls.
A replacement is needed. Maeve Carlson indicated she would check with the UMaine chapter or may be
able to take on the role herself.
NEXT MEETING:UPDATE - The November meeting is now scheduled for Thursday, 11/19/2020 at
7:30PM. It will be a virtual event with EWB-USA. Please see the November meeting notice for details!
Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Hillman Reed, Chapter Secretary

